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MD OF RANCHLAND
News, updates, and information for our community.

PROTECTING AND REHABILITATING

STREAM BANKS

Streams have unique characteristics such as area, shape,

slope, drainage, vegetation, soils, and land-use. These require

special management to enhance quality and health.

The bank condition is a good indicator of stream quality and

health. A particularly key factor is how much vegetation cover

there is on a stream bank. A healthy, stable stream typically

has more cover than an unhealthy one. Less cover exposes soil

to rushing water causing bank erosion. This then causes

sediment to wash into the stream, impacting wildlife habitat,

creating excess levels of nutrients, and clouding the water.

Stream stability is vital for organisms living in/around the

stream and for protecting nearby infrastructure.

These questions can help you determine stream bank health:

1) How much of the soil next to the stream is covered in

vegetation? 2) Are the banks tall and steep, or gently sloping

towards the stream? 3) Has the stream maintained its shape,

or are the banks collapsing into the water?

Stream banks can be improved by adding more native plants

(e.g. live willow stakes), which non-profits can help with. If

interested in improving stream banks on your property,

contact Erin at 403-646-3131 or erin@ranchland66.com.

GRANT TO APPLY FOR
https://rdar.ca/ofcaf/

Results Driven Agriculture
Research (RDAR) On-Farm

Climate Action Fund
OFCAF provides financial

support to producers for the

adoption of Beneficial

Management Practices (BMPs)

that support sustainability, such

as rotational grazing. Will cover

maximum 85% of project costs

up to $75,000. Applications due

November 7. If interested,

contact Erin at 403-646-3131 or

erin@ranchland66.com.
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Sources: Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada. 2020. "Understanding Watersheds."

Pennsylvania State University. 2022. "A Healthy Stream Has Stream Bank Cover."

https://extension.psu.edu/live-staking-for-stream-restoration
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Find us online!

If you would like to contribute to this bulletin

by writing an article, submitting a photo to be

featured, recommending an organization,

noxious weed, or grant, or any other

suggestions, please  send an email to

erin@ranchland66.com with the subject line

"Bulletin". Thanks for reading and I look

forward to your feedback!

ORGANIZATION HIGHLIGHT
Society for Range Management

International Mountain Section

https://ims.rangelands.org/

The International Mountain Section (IMS) of the Society

for Range Management includes members from

Alberta and Western Montana. Some highlighted

section activities include a summer tour in July and an

annual meeting in November that rotate between

Alberta and Montana every year. Both events address

rangeland topics of local interest with presentations

and tours from rangeland practitioners. To learn more

visit the website above.

Bulletin Content Written by MD of Ranchland Agriculture Staff

WEED TO WATCH
Yellow Toadflax
Linaria vulgaris

ID characteristics: leaves soft,

linear, and numerous, stems

narrow, flowers pale to bright

yellow with a dark yellow

spot in the centre and a spur

extending from the base.
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